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While June 1 is officia_ly the start
of winter, unofficially it’s also t.e
start of the orca season north of
Aucl land.

Orca are yresent a_! year, but
are more prevalent in wirter up
ne", hunting in harbours and
close to the coast.

So it was no surprise last Sat-
urday for killer whale spotters to
sea 18 "0 20 orca in the ainara
Harbour.

Working in association with
Steve Hathaway, a Warkworth
resiient <rd underwat.: cam-
eraman, the orca resec I team
headed from Tutukaka t> "'nopai
to try and catch up with them as
they moved trom Shelly Bea-h to
the Kaipara Heads.

Pangolin Pictures, shccting an
orce. documentary for the Discov-
ery Cuannel, tagged along. With
the help of loca. residents on boats
anc. observing from clifi tops, orca
reser.rcher Ingrid Visser and her
crew spent three hours with the
o-ce as they hunted on 'he shal-
lc .7 sanc bankg, mainly for sting-
rays — their favourite fooc.

They were s.,reac over more
than half the har.our, so re-
searchers only had the cr ance to
get close to a small suk-group of
five. This ‘acluisd a__ cdi_cr ale
krow o as Spike, _ecause of _is
‘spilze-'i o’ do.3al fin, and a young
~thar Zoown as M ace, <ho
strer-acd in August 19¢ 3 at Greet
Exbibit’o~ Bay. w.er daw < il r<s
snend“1g a lot ¢f time wit™~ S 're
as he Funocd ™ gtingrays, Ingr’d
S8 75

“7e watched them teie abrct
") revs whi's he fimyerovs--%
ootaze of ‘hewr. Lven "o tae
ligt* wes fading "ast, -72 knew
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Hosooreoo
anticipated tha they would head
north once leav’ng the Kaipara
E.arbour.”

Tv:c days later the crca were
well inside t.ie : Jokianga Harbour.
Researc.iers steyed with them for
four hours. Once “hey made it into
the waves a! the eatrance bar t.ae
orcas began suring an:. playing
in the waves, the "iscovery Chan-
nel f'1_n crew reco: . .ng it.

“The altimate =i.. be for us to
{nd the o1-a < -¢:, and this tim=2
f1n tf em tnac weler,” lug o
says.”

YT <- asking aembers f t_2
proic o 2y Ly callllg as <jon
as tk -y see the ci2a on 080C JZE
CRC/t, 2820-T58 8722,

The iocv ¥ 27 aryis expec' 2d to
scre o1 .ater this y2c— in th» Unit-
2d States an¢ t™e~ " rcgnout the
world, in¢'v iy 2T v Do e,

For inforinritor visit www.oi-

: A adult male 3Wims ¢ Ion93|de the Orca Rese: rch boat.
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