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Ingrid Visser

World Famous Orca Scientist

narid Visser wanted to werk with whales and delphins
I fromthe time she was six. She would practize diving
with a mask and snorkel in a small swimming pool inthe
backyard. When she was 16, herfatherbought a boat and the
whola family set off sailing around the world They sailedto
&0 countries andtravell ed 52,000 nautical miles,

Backin Mew Zealand afterfourand ahalf vears of
sailing, Ingridenrolledin avet course. However, her low
grades meant she could not gotothe next level; shehada
type of dyslexia where numbers jumbled up. She enralled
ina zoology dedree and studied animal behaviour A
meeting with Sir David Attenborough {a world-famous
animal scientist] set her offin the right diredtion. He
suggested she work on Hew Zealand orca — the worl d's
largest dolphin, aka the killer whale' — asno one had
studiedthern before.

Ingrid sent outflyers asking peopleto contact her if
they saw orca. After receiving photographs from around
the country she noticed that an orcanamed Corkscraw had

~ 4  beenseen inthe South Islandandthe North lsland. She had

evidencethat orca were travelling from southern waters to
northem waters. She bought a Haiadinflatable boat and
assoon as she received a call about an orcasighting, she
wollld set offto indthem. Ingridtook photographs of the
orca she saw and collated an orca photo-ID catalogue. Her
observations revealedthat New Zealand orca had unique
behaviours. Forexample, they would digtheir snouts
intormudin shallow watersto catch stingrays. They also
worked in groups to catch sharks but didnot eat seals or
sealions, unlike other orca populations aroundthe world
(Argentinean orca surf ontothe shoreto grab sealion
pups intheirmouths). Ingridhastravelledto Antardtica,
Argentinaand PapuaNew Guineato studythe orca. She
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discovered that the grey orca she had seen in Antarctica
werealsotravelling to New Zealand.

After naticing some orca had wounds from boat
propellers, Ingrid wrote a parmphlet encouraging people
to be careful when boatingaround orca. She also lobbied
to have orca classified as ‘nationally critical’. She educates
the public by writing books, giving talks and working on
documentaries. One of her messagesisthe importan e of not
putting pollutants in the sea, as orca are at the top ofthefood
chain andthey acoumulate thosetoxing intheirbodies. She
alsoremains fully involved with saving stranded orca Her
evidence that they can survive a strandinghas encouraged
other countriesto not kill beached arca.
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j' % On her family’s trip around the world, Ingrid swam with sharks and
tlolphins, had a pet monkey ant met people who had neverseen
a blonts-hairet person bofors. Thoy ran the yacht agmund, were
caught in storms, spenttlays adrift in calm weather, sailed though
santlsforms and were chased by pimies. Offars wera madoto
exchange harforcamels, she was mu ¢gad, and her fatharrecaived

“an olactric shack and nearly died. Thay wore boardet by military,
chasat by warships and neary run down by a cargo ship. They

~wera doportetl from one countryand invited fo live parmanantly in
nnﬁﬂiar.-lnfrjﬂ.‘ﬂiﬂ;:-"_l’l.m trip ... taught me to stick with somethin ¢

~ant to kesp doin ¢at it until it’s finished.”

My passion for these animals is incredibly
strong — I guess you could even say that
passion has become an obsession . . .
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