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Was she remaining there to catch the scal if it tried 1o slip
away, or was she giving the Incoming orca a precise place
to aim for? All four orca who coordinated the attack were
emitting a string of bubbles as they approached at high
speed. It is most likely this was a re E
— again, perhaps to coordinate the a
swimming with their left sides upwards —
of the water.

it of

By swimming on their sides they amplified the area of
their bodies closest to the surtace, that is the part that was
deflecting the water and this would have increased the size
of the wave they were creating. Once they had swept the
seal into the water they carried at around for a while, even
putting it back on another ice floe, but then washing it off’
again, o finally eat it. There was a very young calf’ as well
as juvenile orca in the group, so it Is possible that the event
was also a training season as well as a late-night snack

All this ceoperation during the hunting and the
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New engines for
Orca Research boat

Dr Ingrid Visser has add powerful new ally to her
research project —

ha F150 four stroke
outboard. Previously | ad twin 50 Yamaha
engines, but after 1 vork it was time
to retire them. The ne s with digital
read-out gauges which allow her fo mo

consumption and adjust the filt of

maximum fuel efficiency. Four siro

low emissions and the low idle noise will minimize
any interference within the orcas’ hearing range. The
new engine has also increased the cruising speed of
the Orca Research beat, increasing the chances that
Ingrid can find the arca when searching for them.
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- A young orea; about 4 years old, waiche
twb experienced orca huniing for 1=
in shallow waters oif New Zealand
may be many years before this orca »
hunt by itself, but typically they will hur
together, even when adut=
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Depending on where you go around

the world, orca eat different things, but

there is often one theme in common Argentina,

— sharing their food once they catch it. Sartenlt ol (’f“f] “."";‘Ir}“

patrol up and down the beach; one of them _]ust
Here in New Zealand they feed on elasmo hear
orca atlempting to grab the pup and the othe
to the same direction as the pup first heading,
the time, the female who is doing the at
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'h‘om the shark :md aitr_ aising their 1 2ot while the others b:
mto the air they bring them down with a great force hat create the wave which ultimate
the shark. As he orca swims away another takes it’s place
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